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power, and she brought up her daughter upon
the same idea. She was, however, a woman of
kindly disposition though of limited intellectual
capacity, and her life was adorned with a faithful
and \irtuous temperament. She had endeavoured
to manage her young husband during the early
years of his reign, not without a measure of
success ; and had accepted his infidelities to her
with at least resignation. Nevertheless she took
pride in her position as Queen of England, and
even betrayed distaste and anxiety about Henry's
alliances with France against the dominions of
her nephew Charles.

Henry's feeling for Anne Boleyn was generally
regarded as a passing fancy, though she seems,
from the first, to have exploited his passions to an
unusual degree. She was the daughter of an
English knight and gentleman whom the King
had despatched upon diplomatic errands, and
who was a nephew of the Duke of Norfolk. The
vision of sharing the throne of a monarch could
not have dawned in her mind for some while.
So she contented herself with sharing his bed,
until somebody - perhaps the King himself -
whispered a word about the possibility of sharing
the throne. She was an ambitious little woman,
probably more ambitious than passionate, and it
was not long before she thought out a scheme by
which she would deny the King her body until
she might give it to him in lawful wedlock. For
it is almost certain that Henry was plotting to rid